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Bottle Bay Recreational Water & Sewer District 

P. O. Box 304, Sagle, Idaho 83860  Phone: 208-265-4270 

 

MEETING AGENDA  

Monday, April 25, 2025 1 p.m. 
At BOTTLE BAY MARINA 

 

1. Call to Order  

2. Announce Quorum Present  

3. Introduce Attendees  

4. Summary of Emergency Situation at the Bottle Bay Marina (Behrens) 

5. Comments and Recommendations by District Staff and Experts 

6. Comments by Chip Houske and/or his representatives. 

7. Consideration of Resolution 2025-21 Declaring Emergency & Authorizing Hillside Stabilization 

8. Discussion of follow-up matters. 

9. Adjourn  



 

 



Resolution Number 2025-21 

Resolution Declaring Emergency and Authorizing Hillside Stabilization 

WHEREAS a hillside located at the Bottle Bay Marina, parcel RP57N01W338775A, owned by 

Chesley R. Houske, Jr. and Julie A. Houske, Trustees of the Chesley R. and Julie A. Houske 

Family Trust (“Landowners”), has slumped due to the slope being undercut; and 

WHEREAS the slump has undermined the lateral support of the District’s easement that 

contains the District’s force main; and 

WHEREAS experts invited by the District to inspect the site advised the District that the 

erosion of the hillside combined with water intrusion into the soil presents an imminent 

danger of collapse, and a breach of the force main; and 

WHEREAS a breach of the force main would cause a substantial discharge of wastewater 

into Lake Pend Oreille, and disrupt sewer service to twenty or more customers; and 

WHEREAS the District has obtained a bid from C.E. Kramer Crane and Contracting Inc. 

(attached hereto) to immediately shore-up the hillside to protect the force main;  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Board of Directors of Bottle Bay Water and Sewer 

District adopts this resolution declaring an emergency; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, District sta7 is authorized to proceed with emergency repairs 

without engaging in a statutory competitive bid process; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Landowners shall be requested to immediately contract with 

C.E. Kramer Crane and Contracting Inc. to shore-up the hillside per the bid specifications; 

and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, in the event the Landowners refuse to immediately enter a 

contract with C.E. Kramer Crane and Contracting Inc., the District shall enter into a contract 

and commence mitigation per the bid specifications; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the District shall seek to hold Landowners responsible for the 

cost of mitigation and District inspection fees. 

ADOPTED BY THE BOARD on April 25, 2025 

____________________________ 

William M. Berg, President 



C.E. KRAMER CRANE AND CONTRACTING, INC. 

Attention: 	 Chip Houske	 	 	 	 	 Date: 4/23/25 
	 	 37401 Eastvale Rd 
	 	 Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA90274 
Project Title:  Bottle Bay Resort 
Project Description: Temporary Shoring 
Quote #:  CEK-BBR-42325 

Notes: 

-	 Prices subject to change 30 days from quote date.  Invoice will reflect actual 	
	 quantities at quoted prices. 

-	 H Pile target depth to be minimum of 12’ below grade.  Wall height above grade 	
	 to be 12’.  Shoring height not to exceed 10’.  If onsite conditions allow - depth of 
	 piles driven below grade will increase, shortening the retained height length.  	
	 Based on a site inspection (4/23/25) the ideal shoring height would be 	 	
	 approximately 8’ above grade (actual utility depth will determine actual shoring 	
	 height. 

-	 Engineering is not included with this quote.  Quote is provided without a 	 	
	 geotechnical report stating soil type and conditions.  Soil conditions around 	
	 affected utility are unknown. 

-	 Locates, utility relocations, erosion control and other BMPs are not included with 	
	 this quote. 

-	 Rental rates are included for use up to 3 months from date of install. 

Description Quantity Unit Price Cost

Mobilization - Install LS $8,200.00 $8,200.00

Furnish and drive/ install (9) H Pile 
24’ x 12” x 89

216 LF $68.00 $14,688.00

Furnish and place (8) 5’ x 12’ x .75” 
steel plate

480 SF $10.00 $4,800.00

Mobilization - Removal LS $6,500.00 $6,500.00

H Pile Extraction 180 LF $29.00 $5,220.00

Plate Extraction 480 SF $15.00 $7,200.00

Subtotal $46,608.00

Total $46,608.00

1

495670 Hwy 95


Naples, ID 83847


208-264-3021


Quote



Bill Berg’s Note to Julie Houske Summarizing the Issue 

 

On Apr 22, 2025, at 5:48 PM, William Berg <billb@bbsewer.org> wrote: 

 

Julie:  I want to bring you up to date on the situation at the marina both because you and 

Chip are the responsible landowners and because you are on the Board.  In talking to 

Brent, he did a locate on the mainline in advance of the digging, and it appears that there 

was an attempt in design and execution to avoid encroaching on the District's 

easement.  But, for whatever reason, the hillside collapsed and the crest of the slope is 

now within the District's easement.  More significantly, the unstable slope is an immediate 

danger to the integrity of the sewer mainline.  

Rob and Brent met on site with our contractor, Aaron Vierra, this afternoon.  Aaron is of the 

opinion that the danger of more slippage is very real and our mainline is exposed to 

breakage.  Obviously, if it breaks, the wastewater is going to run down your driveway and 

into the lake.  That will initiate an investigation, potential fines, and required mitigation by 

DEQ, which will be extraordinarily costly to you and the District.  And, of course, there will 

be a temporary loss of service to an unknown number of customers.  Simply put, we 

cannot allow that to happen. 

What needs to happen immediately is the installation of sheet piling.  Sheet piling is 

interconnected steel plates driven into the ground to form a retaining wall.  Charlie Kramer 

is capable of doing the work and Rob thinks he can get Kramer to jump on the job.  Rob and 

Kramer will probably meet on site in a day or so.  We'll keep you informed. 

Meanwhile, we're imposing a stop work order on the site.  We expect you and Chip to work 

with Kramer or a company of your choice to install the sheet piling.  If you choose another 

contractor, the work must commence immediately.  We want to work with you and Chip on 

this but time is of the essence.  We'll need a sewer permit application with plans that we 

can review, and the standard $2,000 inspection deposit.  

I know this is going to be a very expensive repair and I hope your insurance will cover 

it.  Thank you for your understanding of the District's position on this, and your cooperation 

on mitigating this danger to the sewer system. 

Yours truly, 

 

Bill Berg 

President 

Bottle Bay Recreational 

    Water & Sewer District 

 



Note from Scott McNee, District’s Engineer 

From: Scott McNee <smcnee@ardurra.com> 

Sent: Thursday, April 24, 2025 4:40 PM 

To: William Berg <billb@bbsewer.org> 

Cc: Hansen, Bob (Water System Management Inc.) (Wsmibob@aol.com) <Wsmibob@aol.com> 

Subject: RE: Bottle Bay Sewer - URGENT MATTER 

  

Hi Bill: 

  

If there is a slope failure in close proximity to the force main, then I would agree that this is 

something that needs to be dealt with immediately to avoid damage to the force main and potential 

spillage of wastewater.  If there is a break in the sewer line, then IDEQ needs to be notified within 24 

hours.  Bob Hansen should know the protocol, but following is what your Operations Manual has to 

say. 

 

 

 

  

 

Scott McNee, P.E. (ID, WA) 
Project Manager 

O: (208) 762-3644   |   M: (208) 661-2229    

7950 N. Meadowlark Way, Suite A, Coeur d’Alene, ID 83815  

smcnee@ardurra.com  |  www.ardurra.com 

  

 



Follow-up Note from Bob Presta, of C.E. Kramer (4-25-2025) 

ALL. This just came from Bob Presta with Kramer: 

 

Why does he not fill the hole back in, secure the utility.  

Get engineering for shoring and building.  

Take down the tree from above and do the project right.  

 

There seems to be a lot of risk for the minimal amount of work already done.  

Sent from my iPhone 
 



C.E. KRAMER CRANE AND CONTRACTING, INC. 

Attention: 	 Chip Houske	 	 	 	 	 Date: 4/23/25 
	 	 37401 Eastvale Rd 
	 	 Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA90274 
Project Title:  Bottle Bay Resort 
Project Description: Temporary Shoring 
Quote #:  CEK-BBR-42325 

Notes: 

-	 Prices subject to change 30 days from quote date.  Invoice will reflect actual 	
	 quantities at quoted prices. 

-	 H Pile target depth to be minimum of 12’ below grade.  Wall height above grade 	
	 to be 12’.  Shoring height not to exceed 10’.  If onsite conditions allow - depth of 
	 piles driven below grade will increase, shortening the retained height length.  	
	 Based on a site inspection (4/23/25) the ideal shoring height would be 	 	
	 approximately 8’ above grade (actual utility depth will determine actual shoring 	
	 height. 

-	 Engineering is not included with this quote.  Quote is provided without a 	 	
	 geotechnical report stating soil type and conditions.  Soil conditions around 	
	 affected utility are unknown. 

-	 Locates, utility relocations, erosion control and other BMPs are not included with 	
	 this quote. 

-	 Rental rates are included for use up to 3 months from date of install. 

Description Quantity Unit Price Cost

Mobilization - Install LS $8,200.00 $8,200.00

Furnish and drive/ install (9) H Pile 
24’ x 12” x 89

216 LF $68.00 $14,688.00

Furnish and place (8) 5’ x 12’ x .75” 
steel plate

480 SF $10.00 $4,800.00

Mobilization - Removal LS $6,500.00 $6,500.00

H Pile Extraction 180 LF $29.00 $5,220.00

Plate Extraction 480 SF $15.00 $7,200.00

Subtotal $46,608.00

Total $46,608.00

1

495670 Hwy 95


Naples, ID 83847


208-264-3021


Quote
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